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Incarnate Word’s Young Adult Ministry

I ncarnate Word's Young Adult Group is a great way to meet other young
adults in a social, informal setting. Members, who may be single, dat-
ing, or married, get together once a month. The group is open to peo-

ple from 21-39, but most who participate are in their mid-20's. While
there are no !official" meetings at Incarnate Word, some members
attend the Life Teen Mass on Sunday night and follow-up with din-
ner at a nearby restaurant. Come join us#  We sit by the band.

About the Group
Past activities range from dinner to movie/game nights to visiting

local restaurants. Future activities will consist of invitations to other
young adult group activities and once-a-month (mostly first Friday) happy
hours. While there are 80 members on the email list for the group, the
average attendance is 10-20 on a night out.

A !Yahoo# Group" has been created in which members can communi-
cate, post photos, list upcoming events, and RSVP via voting for all activi-
ties. All members who join this group must have an active email account
because communication is done via email, sent through the !Yahoo#
Group."

Interested?  Email Jess!
Do you have a brother, sister, son, or daughter who may be interest-

ed in this group?  Just send Jessica an email with the person's name, age,
and phone number (preferably cellular) to jess_happe@yahoo.com.

Interested in being in charge?  Email Jessica for more information on
how you can help plan events.

A Great Way to Meet Other Young Adults

The people of Incarnate Word are a generous
group.  Take a look at the contributions

for special collections during 2005:

Catholic University $      977
Seminaries 5,946
Black/Native American Missions 2,128
Bishop's Relief 3,108
Holy Land 1,119
Regina Cleri 5,134
Peter's Pence 2,160
Mission Sunday 3,144
Human Development 3,003
Latin American Apostolate 2,017
Catholic Communications 1,866
Mission Co-Op 8,059
Rice Bowl 75
Cardinal Glennon 3,792
Catholic Home Missions 2,106
Retired Religious 4,250
Eastern and European Churches 1,493
Permanent Diaconate 1,835
Holy Days (St.Vincent dePaul) 13,020
Tsunami Relief 9,984
Hurricane Reflief * 31,229
Trunk or Treat Hurricane Relief 1,180

Total Special Collections $107,625

* Additional donations of over $20,000 were sent by 
Incarnate Word to !Catholic Charities" on behalf of 
parishioners who wrote checks to that organization.

Our Loving Care

In 1999,Adam Bitter had a stroke of good luck. He
applied for and became the new Director of Life Teen
Music at Incarnate Word. Adam had played religious

music at DeSmet High School and at St. Clare's Parish for
their youth groups. The proverbial word got around, and
Adam was invited to apply for the new position at
Incarnate Word. Fortunately, for Life Teen and for all of
us who enjoy his music, he was the successful candidate.

Now, several years later, we congratulate Adam on the
release of his new CD, !Overwhelm Me." Incarnate Word
hosted his CD's debut performance on May 6, with about
900 religious music lovers in attendance.

Adam's goal is to direct the worshiper to God and
make it easier to pray. He uses all musicians from the
parish. He does not hire professional musicians, although
he feels that the musicians in his group are certainly per-
forming at the professional level. Adam shares profits
with each musician who performs on his CD.

Adam is now working on developing a new CD of
psalms. He also enjoys helping other musicians who need
assistance in developing their talents.

Most of the songs on !Overwhelm Me" were written
by any combination of Adam, Justin Flagg, Deacon Jim
Russell, and Kyle Huelsing. Working so well together,
they formed their own Catholic music production compa-
ny, !Out of the Box Records."

If you would like to purchase Adam's !Overwhelm
Me" CD, call him at 576-5366, extension 18, or go to
www.adambitter.com with your request.

Adam Bitter Releases
“Overwhelm Me”

Introducing
Father Nienhaus

May Day Crowning:
Class representatives from Incarnate Word School

present floral bouquets to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

I f you're like most Catholics, you know enough about your faith to
know that you don't know it all. But, if you'd like to learn more,
you can always drop by Incarnate Word for !Adult Faith Mondays."

Beginning September 25, Incarnate Word will offer another season of
four-week faith formation sessions on diverse topics of faith.

Incarnate Word parishioners can sign up to attend these user-
friendly and free classes (held in the Watson Room in the lower
Church Hall), designed to illuminate the Catholic world of history,
Scripture, and Church teaching. And, best of all, each Monday pres-
ents parishioners with two opportunities to attend, either at 10 a.m.
or at 7 p.m.

Presented in a down-to-earth fashion by Incarnate Word%s Deacon
Jim Russell, this season's topics are:

continued on page 3

JUST IN!

Mark Your Calendars for Stem-Cell
Research:  The Catholic View

When:  Tuesday, October 17, 7 p.m., in the Kent Center
Featured Speaker: Fred Sauer, Missouri Roundtable for Life

Mr. Sauer is a regular presenter on behalf of the Archdio-
cesan Respect Life Apostolate. He has a knack for presenting the
truth about stem-cell research in a simple and straightforward
way.

Looking for a better understanding of the stem cell issue
before casting your November vote?  Don't miss this opportunity#
Contact Deacon Jim Russell at 576-5366, extension 29, for more
information.Right: Adam"s music is especially 

popular among young people.

Father Gerald Nienhaus
(Father Jerry), Incar-
nate Word's new Senior

Associate Pastor, grew up in a
large Catholic family that pro-
duced two vocations. Father
was ordained on  April 6,
1962, and said his first Mass
the following day at his home
parish, Our Lady of Sorrows. His sister belongs to
the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood in O'Fallon,
Missouri.

His first assignment was as a part-time Associate
Pastor at St. Gregory Church in St.Ann. At that
time, he also began a long teaching career. His first

continued on page 3

Father 
Gerald T. Nienhaus

Nobod y  e ver   b eca m e  p oor   b y  g i vi n g .
~  An n e  Fr a n k



Above: Father Martin receives the 
Blood of Christ from Archbishop

Raymond Burke.

Below: Archbishop Burke congratulates
Father Nord on his ordination while

Father Muenks looks on.

Pictured are all four of the young
men ordained to the priesthood at the 

Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis on
May 27, 2006. From left: Msgr. Gardin,

Father Aaron Nord,
Father Nicholas Muenks,

Archbishop Burke,
Father Christopher Dunlap, and 

Father Christopher Martin.
Bishop Robert Hermann stands

to the right of the group.

We Are Doubly Blessed!

Congratulations to Father Christopher Martin and Father Aaron
Nord, who were ordained to the priesthood on Saturday, May 27,
at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis. Father Martin is the son of

Mary and Paul Martin of our parish, and Father Nord is the son of Mary
and Paul Nord, also of our parish.

Both priests celebrated their respective First Masses and First Blessings
at our parish on Sunday, May 28. Following each Mass, a reception was
held in the Kent Center, where family and parishioners could attend.

Both Father Nord and Father Martin gratefully offer insight as to their
callings. Father Nord said, !Priestly life will help me be holier and happier
than I could be in any other vocation because it is God%s plan for me. With
Mary%s help, I hope to be a faithful priest, to go to heaven, and to bring
many friends with me."

Father Martin said, !Through the years, it has become clear that God
has placed within me a deep desire and longing that is quenched only
through our Catholic faith. My hope for my priesthood is that in encoun-
tering me, people may be led to a personal encounter with Christ who
heals all wounds; forgives all sins; and leads us to peace, joy and 
fulfillment."

The ordination of these two men was a great event for Incarnate Word.
Many parishes in our diocese have never produced a priest. We are very
blessed to have two young men who unselfishly responded to God's call and
were ordained.

Thank God for his abundant blessings on our parish#

Parishioners Christopher Martin and
Aaron Nord Ordained to Priesthood

Father Utrup Retires

On April 30, Father Eugene Utrup
retired after serving almost 16 years at
Incarnate Word. This length of service is

somewhat of a record for our parish.
The Knights of Columbus Color Guard partic-

ipated in Father%s last Mass at Incarnate Word.
Following Mass, the parish hosted a farewell party
for him. Parishioners got together one last time to
say !good-bye," while they enjoyed cake, coffee and
other treats.

Through the years, Father Utrup has delighted
us with his warmth and friendly spirit. Everyone
will miss his good humor and quick wit.

We are truly grateful for his years of service,
and we wish him well in his retirement.

New Ministry Heads

Recently some of our ministries have undergone leader-
ship changes. We are grateful to the following parish-
ioners who have unselfishly given their time for the

benefit of others. We wish them well as they move on to new
endeavors, and we support the new leaders.

Blood Drive:  
Andy Lock and Charlie Shikany succeed Vince Bruns.
Children's Liturgy:  
Cindy Reznikov succeeds Lisa Bersett.
CPTO:  
Lisa Bersett succeeds Kathy Puettmann.
Heavenly Dusters:  
Susan Peterson succeeds Mary Demmitt.
Job Search Ministry:
Brian Calsyn succeeds Bill Geis.
Knights of Columbus:
Leonard Bodus succeeds Charlie Eifler.
Ladies' Auxiliary:  
Diane Eifler succeeds Sue Bollinger.
Nursery Bible School:
Ann Book succeeds Suzette West.
Nursing Home Ministry:  
Rosalie Ladda succeeds Diane Lordi.
Pro-Life Committee:  
Pat Peurrung succeeds Sue Blaes.

Top photo: Father Vowels, Father Utrup and
Father Sullivan get together one last time.

Left: The Incarnate Word Knights of Columbus
Color Guard stand with Father Sullivan and
Father Vowels.

In between the two Fathers are:
John Wolshock, Irvin Rieger, Edwin Meyer,
Larry Hoepfner, Herb Trottier, Stan
Mengwasser, and Al Villagran  

The Knights of Columbus Color Guard partici-
pates at Mass on special events at Incarnate
Word.

Grow in Faith - continued from page 1:

# !Medical Morality" (September 25 through October
16), which will offer discussion of the Catholic teaching on
major medical topics, such as embryonic life issues; contra-
ception; sterilization; natural family planning; abortion and
abortifacient drugs, such as the &morning-after" pill; euthana-
sia; physician-assisted suicide; and nutrition/hydration issues.

# !Three Though One" (October 23 through November
13), which will explore the mystery of the Blessed Trinity.

# !Welcome to the Mass" (January 22 through February
12), which gives a glimpse of the Jewish roots of Catholic
liturgy and the historical development of the Mass.

# !The +Dark% Chapters" (February 26 through March
19) designed to shed light on the !shadows" of Catholic histo-
ry, such as the Crusades, the Inquisition, the Galileo contro-
versy, and slavery.

All you need to do to sign up for these informative faith
opportunities is call Deacon Russell at 576-5366, extension
29, or send him an e-mail at jrussell@incarnate-word.org.
And if you can only make a few but not all sessions, that's
okay. You can also mix and match mornings and evenings,
depending on your scheduling needs.

We hope you take advantage of these opportunities to
learn more about our faith.

Father Nienhaus - continued from page 1:

teaching appointment was at St.Thomas Aquinas High
School in North County. Later he taught at Mercy High
School and Prep North.

In 1968, he received a Master's degree in Guidance
and Counseling from St. Louis University. Putting that to
good use, he headed the Guidance Department at Mercy
and also taught Religion. Since Mercy had at that time
about 1200 students, most of them had counseling encoun-
ters with Father Jerry somewhere along the way before
graduation.

At Prep North, Father Jerry coached soccer for five
years. He had 200 students from which to choose a team
and felt that winning against either St. Louis U or CBC,
each with 500 students, was a moral victory if his team
lost by only two goals. All in all, his team won about 75<
of the games played.

In 1983, Father Jerry received his first pastorate at St.
Joseph Catholic Church in Apple Creek, Missouri. Little
did he realize that his great, great grandfather from
Germany had settled in that parish when he came to the
United States. He later became Pastor of St.Aloysius
Parish in Spanish Lake and was there for almost 16 years.

After years of coaching, he decided to try other
sports, such as basketball and softball, but ended up in the
hospital. He then decided to take up golf, a sport that is
not quite so strenuous. Although he admits his game is not
very good, he does get exercise, whether he plays well or
poorly. Another bonus: He has not yet been hospitalized
as a result of the sport#

Forever a soccer fan, Father Jerry recently had the
opportunity of seeing some great soccer in Germany at the
recent World Cup. He saw two quarterfinal games, a
semi-final game, and the third place game, all at different
stadiums.

Father Jerry has served in many Missouri parishes.
Each time he received a new assignment, he was deter-
mined to view it as a direction coming from God, and that
it would be a new step forward in his journey of faith. He
feels blessed that he has served in an inner-city parish, a
rural parish, rich parishes, and poor parishes. He happily
reports that he has enjoyed every parish in which he was
called to serve.

Let us welcome Father Jerry to our parish. Our wish
is that he finds Incarnate Word a rewarding experience.

From left to right: Reno Moretti, Andrew Shipp
(towards the back), Kevin Grzesiowski, Jon

Schwendeman, Melissa Hill, and Kelly Murphy at
Six Flags to celebrate INSPIRATION 2006, a one-
day Catholic youth event hosted by LIFE TEEN at

regional theme parks. Teens from around the
region came to hear powerful speakers, listen to

topnotch music, and enjoy the rides. Bishop
Hermann said Mass for the teens at the event.

Th e  l i fe  I   t ou ch   f or   g ood   o r   i l l   w i l l   t ou ch   a n ot h er   l i fe ,  a n d   t h a t   i n   t u r n   a n ot h er ,  u n t i l   w h o  k n ows  w h er e  t h e  t r em bl i n g   st ops  o r   i n   w h a t   f a r   p l a ce  m y  t ou ch   w i l l   b e  f el t .
~  Fr ed er i ck   B u ech n er


