
INCARNATE WORD PARISH COUNCIL

CUIDELINES

ARTICLE 1 PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS

The Parish Counci l  shal l  be the apostol ic vehicle through which a representat ive
bocly of the Peopre of cocr in rncarnate worcr parish in communion with one
another, meet to creriberate ancr crecide, in common agreement, those matters for
which they are tetpo. i i i6te, as a pastoral  team for ful f i l l in.g our parish mission,

Section I To coorclinate, encourage and promote everyl apostolic activity within the
parish through which the parish communi$ cr ischarges i ts common
responsibl i i ty in the f ie lc l  of  mal<ing the Cospel l<nown.

Sect ion 7 To assure through i ts commissions a cont inuous survey of both spir i tual
ancr temporar neecrs of the incr iv icruar ,  the family,  the parish, the
communig ancr the worrd, and after sett ing pr ior i t ies, to creverop ancr
implement programs aimecl at  meeting these neecls.

Sect ion 3 To serve as a permanent f lexible srtucture for construct ive dialogue
among pr iests,  rer igious and rai ty of the parish so that they can
worr< in crose cooperat ion as a trury Christ ian communitv in
fu l f i l l i ng  Chr is t ' s  sav ing  miss ion .

section 4 To provicre reacrership, crirection, eclucation resources, ancr
encouragement in accordance with the constant ancr cont inuing
goals of the parish, the Archcriocese and the universal church.

Section 5 To cooperate v,rith ancl to effectiverv carrv fut flre-gulclelines ancl
" clirections given by the orclinary or t|.," Archdiocele of St. Louis.

sect ion'6 To cletermine and attempt to ut i l ize the talents of al l  members of
the parish, .-  _ ' l



ARTICLE II MEMBERSHIP

Sect ion 1

Sect ion 2.

Sect ion 3

Sect ion 4

The Parish Counci l  shal l  consist

ancl one youth representat ive.

vot ing members.

of ex officio members, l Z

Al l  members of the parish

aclult members

Council shall be

The pastor, associate pastor, and cleacons

Parish Counci l .

are ex officio members of the

Al l  aclul t  members, wno are

the  par ish  w i l l  be  e l ig ib le  fo r

practicing Catholics and are registerecl with

membership on the parish Counci l .

Al l  high school agecl

are registerecl  in the

representative.

young people, who are

parish wi l l  t re el igible to

practicing Catholics ancl who

be the Par ish Counci l  vouth
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ARTICLE II I

Sec t ion  1 .

Sect ion 2.

Sect ion 3.

Sec t ion  4

Sect ion5.

Sect ion 6

Sect ion 7

SELECTION AND TERMS OF OFFICE

A parish select ion wi l l  be held in september every three years beginning

in  September  o f  1995.

Twelve members wi l l  be selected at the same t ime.

These 12 members wi l l  serve for three years with a 3 month formation

prior to the the 3 years of service.

A high school aged youth of the parish wi i l  be selectecr to serve a one
year term.

The execut ive committee of the parish Counci l  wi l l  consist  oF the pastor,

associate pastor,  chairperson, vice chairperson, ancl  secretary.

Vacancies on the Parish Counci l  wi l l  not be f i l lecl  unless the counci l  feels
that there are not enough members to carry out their  responsibl i t ies. l r
f i l l ing a vacancy does become necessary, the name wi l l  be chosen by lot

from those who had submitted their  names clur ing the select ion process.

I f  a parish counci l  member has more than 3 unexcusecl absences crur ing a
12 month periocl ,  i t  wi l l  be assumecl that this member has resignecl ancl
his cluties will be reassignecl. Absences may be excused by notifuing any
member of the Execut ive Committee.



ARTICLE IV OFFICE|1s

Sect ion 1. Off icers of the Parish Counci l  shal l  consist  of  chairperson, vice chairperson

and secretary. Each officer shall serve for one vear.

Section 2 Election of new officers will tal<e place in January of each year. Each

officer must have a majori! of the votes cast.

Sect ion 3 The chairperson shal l :

a.  Preside at al l  Parish Counci l  meet ings.

b. Preside at al l  Execut ive Committee meetings.

c.  Consult  with the Execut ive Committee and prepare the agenda for al l

Parish Counci l  meet ings.

cl .  Represent the parish communi\ l  when appropriate.

Sect ion 4 The vice-chariperson shal l :

a.Presicle in the absence of the chairperson

b. Be the persorl to be contacted in regarcl to compliance with the alcohol

pol icy.

Sect ion 5 The secretary shal l :

a. Record ancl report the minutes of each meeting

b. Distr i [ rute the Cuiclel ines for the Ministry of Parish Counci ls ancl  the

Parish Counci l  Const i tut ion to al l  members of the Parish Counci l .

c.  Shal l  publ ish ancl c l istr ibute the meeting agencla ancl minutes of the

previous meeting to al l  members f ive clays pr ior to the meeting.

Section 6 A vacancy in the Parish Council officers shall be fil lecl at the first scheclulecl

meeting after the vacancy occurs.
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AIITICLE V COMMISSION, COMMITTEES AND APPOINTMEMS

section 1 The Parish Council shall have the following commisslons to carql out the
parish mission:

a .Worship

b. Christ ian Formation

c. Christ ian Service

cl .  Aclministrat ion and Finance

e.  A th le t i c

f . ?

sect ion z A member of Parish Counci l  wi l l  be appointecl  to be in communicat ion
with each commission ancl to assist  them in carr5zing out their  mission.

Sect ion 3 Each commission may estabrish subcommitees to carry out i ts obiect ives.

sect ion4 When requested by the Parish counci l  chairperson, a wri t ten rer:ort  of
each commission's act iv i t ies wi i l  be submittecr to the councir .

sect ion 5 special  acl  hoc committees may be estabrishecl f rom t ime to t ime by
consensus of the Parjsh Counci l  membership to meet specif ic object ives.
The chairperson of each .rd hoc committee wit  be appointecr by the
Execut ive Committee'  The membership of the acl  hoc committee wi l l
e i ther be appointecr at the same t ime or the acr hoc committee
chairperson may appoint the the committee at the cl i rect ion of the
Execut ive committee. The Execut ive committee wi l l  c l isbancl the acl  hoc
committee when the purpose is cleemect ful f i l lecl .

section 6 The Executive comnrittee may appoint a crelegate ancl co-delegate to the
Deaneryr Councir  f rom the parish counci l  Membershio.
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ARTICLE VI MEETINCS

Sect ion 1 The Counci l  wi l l  meet on the thirc l  Weclnesclay of each month. The

meeting can be cancel led in August i f  there are no pressing issues to be

clecidecl.

Sect ion 2 Special  meetings of the Parish Counci l  may be cal lecl  by the Execut ive

Committee with a minimum of forty-eight (48) houry66tilr:) to each

member  o f  Par ish  Counc i l .

Sect ion 3 A major i ty of the Parish Counci l  members shal l  be suff ic ient to transact

business at any meeting, regular or special .

Sect ion 4. The clecision mal<ing process of the parish Counci l  wi l l  be bv

consensus.

Sect ion 5. l f  consensus cannot be reachecl,  each member of the parish Counci l  has

the r ight to one vote and the major i !  shal l  rule except as otherwise

specif iecl  in this const i tut ion.

Sect ion 6'  The secretary shal l  send a copy of the meeting agencia to each member at

least f ive days pr ior to the meeting.

Sect ion 7 Parish Counci l  meet ings are open to al l  par ishioners. Members of the

parish communi\i are encouraged to attencl ancl participate.

Sect ion B l f  a non agencla i tem is brought before the counci l ,  the counci l  wi l l  I isten

but neecl not c l iscuss or responci to the issue at that meeting. l t  wi l l  be

put on the agencla for the fol lowing months meeting.
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ARTICLE VII

Sect ion 1

Sest ion 2.

Sect ion 3

Sect ion 4

Sect ion5

Sect ion 6

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

A select ion committee wi l l  be appointecr in June of the year pr ior to the
seat ing of a new counci l  (June 1998).  This committee wi l l  faci l i tate the
selection process ancr concruct the formation sessions for the new council.

ln a year when trew members are

September, a select ion committee

parish members that they have an

in  nominat ion .

being sol ic i ted, c lur ing the month of

from the stancl ing counci l  wi l l  inform

opportunit5l  to submit their  own names

During the month of Septernber of a serect ion year,  there wi i l  be special
prayers at Sunday Masses for the guiclance of the Holy Spir i t  in choosing
The Counci l .

ln ear ly october,  . r t  a sunday Mass to which ai l  nominees have been
invi tecl ,  the names of thoses who wi i l  serve wi l r  be chosen bv rot.

Each year,  in Decemberr,  high-schoor age youth may submit their  names
in nominat ion. one representat ive wi i l  be chosen by lot .  r f  the person
cannor serve the ent ire term, a new rep may be serectecr bv rot.

No exist ing councir  member may be chosen for a successive term.
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ARTICLE VII I

ARTICLE IX

ADOPTION, ADDITIONS AND REVISIONS

Section 1 These guiclelines shall be acloptecl upon approval by 2/3 vote of the

Parish Counci l .

Section 2 These guiclelines may be changecl as cleemed necessary by a 2/3 vote of

the Counci l .  The parish must be not i f iecl  of  the change in the bul let in.

ANNUAL REPORT

The Chairperson, in consultat ion with the Pastor,  shal l  prepare a wri t ten report  on the

state of the Parish relat ive to the mission statement and present i t  to the parish in January

of each year.
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